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IT’S YOUR BUSINESS

Board of Directors

Members

* Anyone wha buys electricity from an electric cooperative is o member;
all members share ownership of the utility and have a voics in its operation.

* Each member has ane vote in the election of the coop’s beard of directars
and in any other decisions brought up of the co-op's annueal mesting.

» Directars of the co-op are consumers of the utility wha generally serve without
pay, exoept for o per dicm and expenses o cover their oubof-pocket costs in
serving the cooperative. The bnutﬁuf directors hires a manager to take
charge of operaling the coop for the benelil of its members,

* The manager hires the employees who make up the coop's staff.

ol

als work o improve the
life of the communities
serve, Many coop employess also
veluntear for community activities.

® Fleiric |::|::r|:||::|::1:|l|w= fray propss by

o] soles o, jursk likes cathier Businesses,
*® Elerric co-ops pramaole econamic

develapment in the communily.

Large Industrial User

How Your Electric

Cooperative Works

The Co-op
* Because the coop is owned by the consumers wha buy its electricity,
il i5 responsive o their needs and to the needs of their communitby.
* Your co-op is organized as a notforprofit uility. [t does not sell stock
and is nol under pressure o earm pralits Tor oulolslake stockholders,

® If a coop collects mare money than it neads fo operate, it reinvests thot
money into the system — keeping its need 1o borrow high-interest capilal
to a minimum. Eventually, those margins are refunded —in the form of
copital credits or patronoge dividends — 1o the people wha paid for the
alactricity in the year the margin occur

* Fach year, the holds @ membership meeating at which conzumers
may vote for members of the beard of directors.

Electricity Generation

= The principal lask of he eleciric cooperalive is 1o supply il
members with safe, raliable power at reascnable rotes.

= Coraps distribute the electricity they buy from lorger, power-supply
coopenatives. Powersupply cooperatives often are rEElI‘EEl bo as
gﬁnerum':un and fronsmizsion rnnpel-mm'eq [G&Ts).

* Thers are two parts to power su aneraf) or confrachin
tor bulk suHﬂlgfnf— electricity ﬂﬁ%n?ﬂule pﬁe& and rn::ns.n'ul?mg
it bo the co-ops for distribution to the co-ops” members. Electricity is
praduced by the spinning of a generator; most generators are
driiven by steam (af fossi fw::l o nuclear power planis) or falling
water [at h

* The coop delivers r&lmEle |:r::rw:=.=r o homes, schools, forms, small
businesses, industrias, government buildings and s e
within he boundaries of ils service berritary,

Power Plant
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